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When he goes to the police station the head constable at the station copies out the entries into a proper register; but the whole basis of executive administration in India is the humble chaukidar. He generally belongs to the lower classes, sometimes to the classes which have been professional thieves or criminals. The high caste men object to duties which might bring them into contact with the criminal classes. A Brahman would be seriously put out If he were a chaukidar and had to arrest a criminal sweeper. Besides, the principle "Set a thief to catch a thief" applies to the village chaukidar just as much as to the Instruments of which Scotland Yard occasionally makes use here in tracing important crimes.
With all his status and dignity he is sometimes a smart man, too, or can be if he likes. A magistrate once had a case of some difficulty, The evidence for the prosecution and the defence was fairly evenly balanced. It was asserted on behalf of the prisoner that It was Impossible for him to have been concerned In the crime and arrested by the chaukidar In the manner In which the chaukidar stated he had arrested him, because the prisoner was a strong man, fleet of foot, whereas the chaukidar seemed to be a heavy, slow sort of man. On this the chaukidar put up his stick in court, like a schoolboy putting up his hand, who wishes to say something to the teacher* When the magistrate turned to him he said: Sfc Your worship, try the relative powers of